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Ordinary people doing extraordinary things…… 

The above photos (left and right) are of eighteen year old Michaela Howells. She is one of the youngest fully-
trained RNLI lifeboat crew members. Her ‘day job’ is at Boots in Padstow, Cornwall but if her pager goes off she can 
be in ‘rescue mode’ within 10 minutes. When interviewed she admitted she lives something of a ‘split life’ saying "I 
always have my pager on me and when your pager goes off, your heart starts going a hundred million miles an 
hour”. The Padstow All Weather Lifeboat (also above) needs a crew of 7 to operate and Michaela trains with other 
crew members, at sea, every Wednesday afternoon. Last year, Michaela went out on 15 emergency launches. 
 

What RNLI volunteers do is selfless. They’re often going out to sea just when everyone else is going home - a third 
of lifeboat launches happen in the hours of darkness! RNLI volunteers put themselves at risk. Lifeboat and Lifeguard 
volunteers deserve our support so that they receive the training they need and the very best equipment available.  
      
The RNLI’s City of Derby Volunteer Fundraising Branch, supported by the generosity of many hundreds of people 
within our community, do what we can to respond to the above statements of fact; to provide crew members, like 
Michaela, with all they need to do their voluntary jobs properly and safely. Those who support the RNLI in our area 
do so because of a shared desire to ensure that the RNLI, as the charity that saves lives at sea and their volunteers 
are always in a position to provide the services it does to all those around the coast at their greatest time of need.  
 

As an organisation, the RNLI knows the importance of ‘community’ - indeed it has its own, unique sense of being, 
itself, a very special community. The RNLI, however, also recognises that it cannot survive and operate in today’s 
environment without the continuing support of those living in communities, large and small, spread throughout the 
UK and Republic of Ireland. Derby and the surrounding area, in which the Branch operates, is one such community.  
 
With all the above in mind, therefore, I would like to record a huge ‘Thank You’, on behalf of the RNLI, to all those 
in and around Derby who, during 2017, have raised the tremendous amount of £14,837.91 for the charity. Whilst 
the operational statistics covering the year are not yet available at the time of producing this report, I can 
confidently predict that the total number of Lifeboat launches that took place in 2017 will, once again, exceed 
8,000 and that our Lifeguards will have responded to something in the region of twice that figure. Because of their 
actions and service, it is likely that approximately 500 lives will have been saved around our coasts. Thankfully, in 
2017, our specially trained Flood Rescue Teams were not deployed during the year. As Chairman, I’m very proud of 
what our community does to support the RNLI, through the City of Derby Branch, to achieve this. THANK YOU, one 
and all.  This review allows the Branch and our supporters to look back on our 2017 …………. 
 

 The RNLI is the charity that saves lives at sea  
 

Royal National Lifeboat Institution, a charity registered in England and Wales (209603) and Scotland (SC037736)  
Registered charity number 20003326 in Republic of Ireland 



 

         
Richard & Jean Dobson, Sainsbury’s Wyvern, Chris Tucker & Ron Payne at Tesco’s Mickleover and Harry Lightfoot & Tony Wrelton at Morrisons, Belper  

I want to turn first to the Collections and Events we’ve held in and around Derby throughout 2017.  
 

We have been fortunate that the management, ambassador teams and customers of three supermarkets located 
within the heart of our local community have responded so well to collections for the RNLI. Over one week-end in 
April at Sainsbury’s Wyvern and Osmaston Park stores a fantastic total of £1,202 was raised. At one day collections 
at Tesco’s Metro store in the city and at their Mickleover store, in May and August, a combined total of £805 was 
raised. In December, our year closed at Morrison’s, in Belper, with a resounding total of £562. These opportunities 
for collections have contributed in excess of £2,500 to our year’s total. I firmly believe that these results 
demonstrate, back to these businesses, that the RNLI matters to their customers and colleagues and they recognise 
the difference it makes in the communities it serves. Shoppers at Park Farm Centre in Allestree also continued their 
steadfast and most generous support of the RNLI with our collection held over two days in July yielding a 
magnificent £672. Collections held at three local garden centres at Wyevale in Findern, Swarkestone Nursery and at 
Little Eaton Garden Centre during September and November helped to grow the funds to the tune of a combined 
total of £687. We reiterate our thanks to the Park Farm Centre management and teams at 
all three garden centres, together with all their customers, for their significant contribution.  

 

Our MayDay event, left, saw us in action at the station.  
Kudos was given by the RNLI’s community support team 
for Jean Dobson’s imaginative hand-made MayDay 

bunting, highlighted on what we think was our first ever 
posting on Facebook! East Midlands Trains and all 
station users were once again warm in their welcome and generous in their 
support enabling us to raise £335 together with £53 of MayDay merchandise 
sales. Our last collection of the year was also hosted here. When fans of the 
Brewers (Burton Albion F.C.) crossed the bridge en route to Pride Park we were 
ready for any support they could offer us on their way to cheering on their 
team. £385 was raised, our 
highest single day total at Derby 
Station to date. 

 
Our Flag Day staged throughout the City Centre in June brought in a 
magnificent total of £1,331. Special mention should be made of our 
longstanding supporter and collector, Mr Watson, aged 96, who got 
over £100 in his collecting box, demonstrating you are never too 
young to respond to a shout! We could not achieve such results for 
our most significant collection/event of the year without our core of 
tireless volunteers acting as ambassadors for the RNLI and raising 
awareness of the service literally on every street corner on that day. 
My thanks to one and all.  

Our grand total for money raised through all collections held 
in 2017 was £5,647. I’m sure you’ll agree - a stunning result!    
 

Left to right: Anne Stone (former Branch Committee Member), 
Alf Wall, Sarah Whattam (RNLI CFM), Jean Dobson & Judy Jones 
at our Flag Day ‘Base Camp’ in the Guildhall Market Place. 

 

Harry Lightfoot & Sally 
Jones at Swarkestone 

It was ‘Action Stations’ for Sue Stanier & 
Jean Dobson for our MayDay event. 



 
In the last year, the Branch received a total of £2,120 given In Memory of loved ones by their families and friends 
and we’re grateful to Judy Jones, our Treasurer, who continues to handle all money received in this way in a very 
sensitive and professional manner. I would like to take this opportunity, on behalf of the RNLI, to offer our sincere 
and humble thanks to all those who knew and remembered, in this very special way, the lives of John Barnes, Mary 
Clemens, Roy Henderson, George Thomson, Margaret Coxon and J. C. Tanner. 
 

In addition to the generosity shown during the year to the RNLI, by 
those who knew the individuals just recalled, it is sadly, for all those 
involved with the Branch, especially poignant when we also have to 
record our thanks for donations received in memory of those who 
were ‘close’ to the Branch. Therefore, with our love and gratitude, we 
record our very personal thanks to the family and friends of Jean 
Wyatt, mother of the Branch’s current Vice Chairman, Secretary and 
former Chairman, Martin Wyatt, for their generous support of the 
RNLI at the time of her loss, as we do the family and friends of David 

Goodwill following his untimely passing. Jean was a regular attendee 
at our popular quiz evenings held in the past where she was always 
eager to mark the answer sheets of competing teams with 

appropriate, witty comments. Dave Goodwill was a life-long, generous supporter of the RNLI and we particularly 
remember his fundraising initiatives (along with that of his friend Dave Alsebrook and their membership of the 
Derby and District Amateur Radio Society) by way of holding a number of sponsored amateur radio events – using 
the very special call-sign GB1LBD. Between them, ‘The Two Daves’ literally raised awareness of the work of the 
RNLI and City of Derby Branch around the world!   
 

Whilst what I now report isn’t strictly within the official period covered by this review of the Branch’s year, very 
sadly I cannot move on from this subject without referring to the passing, in  January, of Betty Mitchell, who was 
very much ‘one of our own’. Betty had been a staunch supporter of the RNLI for a long time (as were her late 
husband Alan and youngest son Justin) and, after joining the Branch, she’d held various official positions, most 
recently as our Treasurer. As many will be aware, after a lifetime living in Derby, Betty had moved to Poole in 2016 
to be nearer her surviving son Jol and his family. As I reported at this time last year, soon after her move she was 
personally presented, by the RNLI’s CEO Paul Boissier, with their prestigious Gold Badge for Fundraising, to add to 
her existing Bronze and Silver awards - all richly deserved recognition of Betty’s contribution to the charity’s work. 
Judy Jones, who succeeded Betty as Branch Treasurer, was able to attend Betty’s funeral service and kindly 
represented all Branch members. I can also report that, on hearing of the sad news, the RNLI in Poole and at 
Regional level sent personal letters of condolence, Paul Boissier personally sending the one from Poole and, as a 
mark of the esteem they held Betty in, our colleagues in Poole also made the rare gesture of making the RNLI Flag 
available for her funeral service – something Betty’s family were overwhelmed by. A member of staff at Poole, 
Rebecca Mallaband, who Betty had met and often been in touch with since she’d moved to Poole, also attended, 
representing the whole organisation. 
 

All of Betty’s Branch committee colleagues were very fond of her and greatly appreciated her valued friendship, 
wise counsel, enthusiastic and unstinting support. Everyone associated with the Branch is greatly saddened and 
affected by her passing and we take this opportunity to, once more, pass on our sincere condolences to her family 
and friends.    
 

An opportunity to get the RNLI’s ‘Respect the Water’ and 
key safety messages out in the community was launched in 
Findern at the Annual Fete in June by our Vice Chairman 
and Branch Secretary, Martin Wyatt, assisted by his wife, 
Dot and Pete Barnard, RNLI Coastal Safety Officer and his 
wife Kate. They handed out safety leaflets and talked to 
younger and older members of the village along with many 
from further afield, who also supported us with the 
purchase of £112 of souvenirs and over £30 in donations. 
 

 
 

We will sadly miss the late Dave Goodwill, Amateur 

radio operator, supporter of the RNLI and great fan of 

‘The Goons’!  RIP GB1LBD 

Martin Wyatt & the RNLI’s Pete Barnard at Findern Fete in June 



 

Also spreading the word (and pictures!) was our Branch Presenter, Richard Dobson who gave selflessly of his time 
with two presentations in Mickleover including at the Wesley Group at the Mickleover Methodist Church and one 
further afield, to the members of Heanor Rotary Club.  As well as Richard being able to give an insight to the 
diverse service offered by the RNLI in the modern context, a total of £214 was donated. The Branch and RNLI are 
indebted to Richard for his continued efforts in this role. 
 

Equally at the forefront of our PR activity is Alan Whitaker, the Branch’s Publicity Officer, who provides details, hot 
off the press, of our events, collections and RNLI news generally to the local media. Alan’s prime focus remains 
however the management of our Branch website, key to people wanting to stay in touch with how we are active in 
Derby and the surrounding area, or for making initial contact with us. Thank you Alan for the skill and time you 
devote to this vital aspect of the Branch’s life. 
 

I thought last year’s total for Donations of £2,709 would take some beating, but it was exceeded in 2017 with the 
Branch receiving £3,618, again coming from many and different sources of support. 

 
                                         

Terry Smith, a 
former member 
of the City of 
Derby Branch 
committee, who 
has raised funds 
for a number of   
charities in our 
area for well over 
30 years, decided 
that for his ‘final, 
fundraising fling’ 
he could think of 

nothing better than  doing something  for the RNLI! So, with a spring in his step last April, Terry undertook an 8 
mile sponsored walk along the canal tow path between The Ferrers Arms in Sinfin and The Dragon at Willington. 
Specifically wanting his effort to support the new Skegness Lifeboat, Terry raised over £300. He was later invited to 
visit the Station in June, where he received the warmest of welcomes and a tour around the new Shannon Class 
Lifeboat, seen below on delivery in January, and its new boathouse. Well done, Terry. Thanks for all your support! 
 

 
          Skegness received its new Shannon Class Lifeboat in January 2017, an event attended by Branch Treasurer, Judy Jones 

 

After supporting us in previous years, the ‘Derby Retired Members Branch’ of the Unite Union, this year, gave the 
RNLI a special donation of £800, following the winding up of their Branch. Alf Wall, a longstanding member of our 
own Committee, has been instrumental in all the support we have received from this organisation. We recognise 
there are many ways the retired members of this union who live in our community might have allocated these final 
funds from the membership. So, we are especially grateful to them for the support they have once again given us, 
particularly in these specific circumstances. Thank you Alf for taking every opportunity to wave the RNLI flag. 
 

Photo: Terry Lowe 



We were blessed indeed to be nominated by the Barton 
under Needwood Methodist Church to be one of their 
two charities of the year of 2017. Raising funds during the 
year with their ‘Soup and Crusty’ lunches, seasonal plant 
sales and their Christmas Fayre, a truly wonderful 
donation of £1,156 was raised by members of the church 
and the local community with a cheque presented to our 
Branch Chairman at a special Lifeboat themed Sunday 
service in October. This included a presentation given by 
Will which covered the wide ranging work of the RNLI and 
the use of the Lifeboat Prayer. The congregation were 
somewhat surprised, but very impressed, by the presence 

of inflatable lifeboat XP - 44 (courtesy of the RNLI’s Tony 
Dale) taking centre stage after the service for use during 
the cheque presentation ceremony!  A very special thank 
you to everyone involved. 

 
Barbara Knight, another longstanding Branch supporter, donated part of her now late father’s 
collection of RNLI models, largely made up of Lledo die-cast lifeboats and vehicles. She 
requested these should be sold to raise funds for the Branch. We are grateful to Martin Wyatt 
who took on the task of auctioning these on E-Bay raising, as a result, just shy of £50. 
 

The now informally named and famous ‘Curzon Lane Neighbourhood Support Group’ (and others), spearheaded by 
our very own Judy Jones, and with only a little cajoling so we are told, resulted in donations amounting to an  
incredible total of £490, through initiatives too varied and numerous to mention throughout 2017! We are very 
grateful to them all and are pleased to report that no-one was harmed in the course of these funds being raised! 
 

We were also delighted to receive a donation of £70 from the Swanwick Writers group, along with others from 
Branch supporters who continue to assist us, over many years, to raise funds: Fred & Theo Glover (£20),                    
Di Silverwood (£237 from her legendary Summer Fete) and The Derbyshire Angling Federation, landing a whopper 
of a donation at the end of our year with a cheque for £150 from their annual Les Rees Memorial Trophy Match. 
 

I now want to turn my focus to Collection Boxes and the immense contribution 
they have once again made to the total raised by the Branch to the tune of 
£1,718. Placing and managing these boxes throughout the year is a mammoth 
task and I want to pay tribute to Judy Jones for all the effort, skill and literally 
mileage she puts into her role as Box Secretary, assisted by Edie Green in the 
Duffield area and John Gregory through his links with the Derby Model Boat 
Club. I cannot emphasise enough the importance of these box placements, 
which not only bring a reminder of the RNLI’s purpose into the heart of our 

own community, but by also providing such a valuable, regular income stream supporting our volunteers to help 
save lives at sea, on or in water. So, I reiterate our continuing thanks to all box holders in pubs, cafés, shops, 
companies, centres and groups, their customers and employees for this important support. The top box totals in 
the last year were: The Argosy (£277), The New Inn (£255), The Jonty Farmer (£118), The Waterside Café in 
Alvaston Park (£114), Appliance Services of Beeston (£83), The Grapes (£79), The Exeter Arms (£55), The King 
William IV (£50), The Green Man (£47), The Station Fish Bar (£46), The Ragley Boat Stop (£44) and combining Rolls- 
Royce boxes at their Club and Submarines Division (£75). 

                                                                Before I conclude this 2017 Review with 
various votes of thanks, I wish to make special 
mention of what is, as has become custom, the 
Branch’s final fundraising campaign of the year, 
though covering quite a period of time - the 
sale of Christmas cards, diaries and calendars. I 
must pay particular tribute to Jean Dobson, who 
you will all know has led this initiative over 

many years. Jean has set challenging sales targets for us to try to beat each year and she has now so enthused 
other Branch volunteers that they now give tirelessly of their time to make sure we help Jean beat those targets! 

 

The congregation of the Barton under Needwood Methodist Church and 
those in the village were all aboard in their support of the RNLI in 2017. 
Here, a cheque for £1,156 is presented to Will Stanier, City of Derby Branch 
Chairman by Church Treasurer, David Moore. 



 
    Chris Tucker, Pauline Vernon, Ron Payne, Michael Grove, Martin Wyatt at Park Farm Centre 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
I am delighted to report, therefore, that sales of Christmas cards, along with a 
range of other items, totalled £1,820.25 in 2017, generating a superb 
£1,073.95 net profit towards the Branch’s Year’s Total. We think this is our 
best ever result! Our major selling events were from stalls held at Derby 
Railway Station, Park Farm in Allestree, Derby Bus Station, in Melbourne and 
through Di Silverwood. Equally, many individuals also contacted Jean, direct, 
to make their purchases. In addition to the value of sales achieved, a 
staggering £360 worth of donations were also made into our collecting 
buckets placed at these stalls. A big thank you is due, therefore, to everyone 
who helped, not only at the stalls but also for transporting the stock, which 
made staging those events possible. 
 
Left: Ian Beacock & Mandy Harris manning our Christmas 
Card stall at Derby Railway Station. Our thanks to East 
Midlands Trains, their customers and those of Cross 
County Trains for all their support during 2018.  

 

The official purpose of this ‘Review’ is to report on the activities of the Branch during 2017. However, it also gives 
me, on behalf of the Committee, the opportunity to express and record our thanks and gratitude to all our Branch 
Supporters. We are, as ever, indebted to all those who have been willing to help in our fundraising. 
 

Equally, our thanks go to all those companies, organisations and ‘groups’ in our community who have given us the 
opportunity to raise funds in different ways, or to nominate the RNLI as their ‘charity of the year’. Our thanks then 
extend to the many individuals who have so generously donated to the RNLI through the Branch. The RNLI is 
extremely grateful for, and very fortunate to receive, this support. A special ‘thank you’ should also be given to the 
Management and Staff of The Silk Mill pub who give very particular and much appreciated support in allowing the 
Committee to meet here every month.      
 

I conclude with a personal thank you to my fellow Committee members, all of whom have given me, and the 
Branch, tremendous support throughout 2017. Collectively, we can only do what we manage to do as a result of a 
team effort and the Branch is fortunate, indeed, to have the Committee ‘team’ it has in place. However, particular 
burdens inevitably land on a number of individuals. In that context I would especially like to thank, first, Jean 
Dobson who has increasingly become ‘mission control’ – co-ordinating events, undertaking risk-assessments and 
generally organising us all. Second,  to Judy Jones, not only for her work as Box Secretary and Treasurer per se, but 
also for the onerous task of counting and accounting for all the cash we receive, for the production and distribution 
of our many Certificates of Thanks and how she so capably contends with all the Branch’s financial matters. Then, 
to Ian Beacock who has been particularly responsible for liaising with East Midlands Trains to facilitate what have 
become increasingly important collection opportunities for us. Finally, to Sue – for providing encouragement to all, 
for having a ‘feel’ for when it’s right for us to ‘go the extra-mile’ and for generally putting up with your chairman! 
 

So, those were the highlights of our 2017. I hope those of you who have helped in 2017 are able and willing to 
continue in your support of the City of Derby Branch in 2018. As ever, we will be doing our best to support the 
Lifeboat crews, Lifeguards, Flood Rescue Teams and other specialists within the RNLI in all that they do to help 
save lives. Our Flag Day is set for Saturday, June 2nd and we would greatly appreciate any time you feel you could 
give, either at that event or others that we plan during the year. Details of forthcoming events, news and points of 
contact are available through our website at www.rnli-derby.org.uk or via any Committee member. Either they, or 
I, would welcome any fundraising ideas you may have. My contact details can also be found on our website. 

 
 

http://www.rnli-derby.org.uk/


……..And finally……….Supporting the RNLI is nothing new to the people of Derby!  

          

Photo: E N Charles Published W. W. Winter / © Digital Image North East Midland Photographic Record 

As I’ve said earlier, we are very grateful for the generosity of support from people who live in the Derby area.            
I suspect, however, that many of those who donate to the RNLI today may not be aware of the long and proud 
tradition of support that exists between the people of this area and the RNLI. 
 

In the 1860’s (over 150 years ago!) giving support to lifeboats was a new and extremely popular initiative. At that 
time, the then Mayor of Derby led a fundraising drive which resulted in £150 being raised specifically for the 
purchase of a 33ft Lifeboat which would have been crewed by ten oarsmen. 
 

The result of that fundraising was shown in a photograph that was featured within an exhibition of old 
photographs, held in the year at the Derby Museum & Art Gallery and entitled ‘People, Places and Things’, from 
the archive of Derby photographers W. W. Winter. The photograph, above left, captures the naming of the RNLI 
Lifeboat ‘Florence Nightingale’ (who, herself, spent much of her early life in Derbyshire) which took place in 
Midland Road, outside what was the Stationer’s Hall, on 22nd April 1865. This was followed, a few days later, by a 
launch of the Lifeboat into the River Derwent, an event described at the time by one newspaper as “….the most 
interesting sight of their (ie Derby’s) Lifeboat being launched!”. 
 

After the naming ceremony, the ‘Florence Nightingale’, and its carriage was subsequently transported, by train (for 
free by The North Eastern Railway Company) to Sunderland (the charity’s oldest operational lifeboat station) where 
it served between 1865 and 1892. During its time on station it is recorded as having been involved with the saving 
of 23 lives.  In 2015, celebrating the 150th anniversary of the Lifeboat arriving on station, the present Helmsman at 
Sunderland RNLI, Paul Nicholson, said “All the current volunteers are extremely proud to be attached (through the 
Lifeboat named after her) to the legacy of Florence Nightingale who, herself, saved many lives over the years, both 
directly and indirectly from the work she did within nursing.” 
 

Coincidentally, the ‘Florence Nightingale’ was also the subject of a watercolour painting depicting a rescue, shown 
above right. This painting was last sold, in London, in 2004. 
 

As I’ve reported, above, the support the RNLI has received this year, through the City of Derby Branch, clearly 
demonstrates that the people of Derby and the surrounding area continue to recognise the value of the unique 
work of the RNLI and its brave volunteers. Whilst times inevitably change, the close and vital relationship between 
all communities and the RNLI, along with the courage of our Lifeboat crews and Lifeguards, does not! 
 

 

PLEASE NOTE: The Branch wishes to record its thanks to a local Derby company who have kindly donated the cost of producing photocopies of this review. All 
photographs and illustrations have come from either private collections or their source is acknowledged where known, whilst others, and some text, have 

been previously published by the RNLI and, occasionally, elsewhere. The Branch acknowledges these with thanks. 


